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An Evaluation Study of Program-Based Approaches (PBAS)
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Satoko Miwa

Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
Miwa.satoko@jica.go.jp

Abstract

Program-based approaches (PBAS) are increasingly being applied to development assistance in the primary

education sector. To examine their current operations and challenges, the author conducted a case study of the
Education for All-Fast Track Initiative (EFA-FTI) in Honduras and Vietnam carried out under PBAs, focusing on
progress towards development results. The study shows that, despite similar approaches and tools employed under
the EFA-FTI, the program and progress between the countries differ due to factors such as aid-dependency,
capacity, and an enabling environment. This paper argues that differentiated approaches based upon specific
country contexts are essential. The importance of capacity development of partner countries is also emphasized.
The author raises the issue of evaluating aid under PBAs; she proposes that evaluation be based upon the concept
of contribution and points out the importance of assessing strategic positioning and the role of aid, given overall
efforts towards the attainment of development results.
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