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Evaluation of Education Improvement Projects
from the Viewpoints of Contribution to Community Empowerment

Yoko Ishida

international Development Center of Japan (IDCJ)
ishida.y@idcj.or.jp

Summary

Various activities with community participation to improve the primary education, such as school
construction, have been conducted in the developing countries, which have limited resources for education
development. Administrative and technical supports by local governments are essential to make these community
efforts effective, including deployment of teachers and delivery of textbooks; however, there are many cases
reported that local governments do not provide proper supports. Some of the technical cooperation projects in the
education sector, which are implemented through the official development assistance (ODA) of Japan, include (or
included) a component to develop local governments and officers’ capacity in supporting community participation.
These projects are expected to lead to the good governance through community empowerment Currently, these
projects are evaluated from the viewpoints of education development; it might be important to evaluate how they
contribute to the enhancement of participatory development at the community and at the government levels.
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