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Abstract

Scientific evidence produced by RCTsO randomized controlled trialsd and quasi-experiments and SRs
O systematic reviews[] has been accumulated in criminal justice, especially as regards delinquency prevention and
treatment. We now face the challenge of how to utilize the evidence so that it can be put into practice. In this
article, the author describes two approaches to evidence utilization so far developed in the U.S. and discusses the
relative applicability of these approaches to a Japanese context. The first approach is a model program approach
which encourages practitioners to discard ineffective and harmful programs and to adopt effective model programs
based on the results of RCTs and/or SRs while the second approach is a model principle approach which
encourages practitioners to assess and improve their programs in terms of effective program principles derived
from SRs. The second approach is preferred as a method of utilizing evidence in Japan firstly because it does not
require the robustness of programs across contexts and secondly because it allows us to improve Japanese criminal
justice practices without replacing them.
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