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Abstract

This paper analyses the diffusion and development process of evaluation and performance measurement in
Japan's local governments. We indicate that unprecedented is the analysis of such process focusing on
contributing factors to the diffusion and developmental process, and employs event history analysis of 47
prefectures and complementarily a case study approach for 10 representative local authorities. The results of these
two approaches suggest three points: first, an eagerness of governors or mayors, a tradition of administrative
reform, and change of administration contribute to the initiation and developmental process; second, social-
economic factors do not contribute so much as is generally expected, and third, reference group has not impacted
on the diffusion process, but a countrywide catching up/imitating strategy among local governments has proved an
important contribution to this diffusion. To sum up, political factors are significant, in addition to this strategy.

Keywords

local governments, evaluation, performance measurement, policy diffusion, event history analysis, case study





