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Abstract

This paper presents, from a media sociological perspective, a theoretical and methodological framework to
evaluate the empowerment function of alternative media.

It is a common practice to mobilize broadcasting media for human and social development purposes, which is
often referred to as 'development communication'. Development communication is not limited to the international
development context, but also seen as a social policy for the socially vulnerable in developed countries. It is often
claimed that alternative media, a concept discussed relative to mainstream media, would empower the socially
vulnerable through its accessibility to, and availability of, the process of information production and distribution.
Despite such assertion, however, it is rather difficult to find evaluation experiences that have successfully
considered the mechanism of communication, namely, how the flow of information works on whom, and how.
This paper thus attempts to seek for a linkage between media sociology and evaluation practice, focusing on
development communication projects designed for the socially vulnerable's empowerment.
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