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Abstract

Chagas disease is widespread in Latin America, but five South American countries were recently certified for
interruption of transmission via a regional initiative. The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) assists the
initiative whose monitoring and evaluation is performed through regional meetings and evaluation missions.
These activities not only evaluate the progress, but also promote technical exchange and capacity building among
countries. The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and Guatemala launched a disease control project,
and its progress was monitored and evaluated under the regional initiative. As a result, project personnel benefited
in three ways: (1) improved expertise through networking with regional experts; (2) strengthened cooperation with
PAHO; and (3) expansion of the project to other countries. In the future, JICA and PAHO can cooperate to
evaluate the social impact of the initiative, since the current evaluation only reviews the technical aspects of
disease control.
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