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Gender Budget asa Means of Policy Evaluation

Yasuko Muramatsu
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Abstract

This article begins with defining a new concept to Japanese evaluation society of a gender budget
analysis. Its primary objective is to show how a gender budget analysis can be utilized as tools to evaluate
policy/programme for gender equality. The essential difference between ordinary budget analyses and a
gender budget analysis lies in the fact that the latter recognizes (1) the importance of individuals as well as
households as units of analysis, and (2) the importance of* reproductive’ sector of an economy with
unpaid labor. The very idea of gender budget is to reorganize an economic policy framework by
articulating these two closely interdependent economic sector. This is a first step toward achieving gender

equality as well as broadly defined economic efficiency.
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